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SYSTEM, METHOD AND APPARATUS TO
RESOLVE RPF-VECTOR ATTRIBUTE
CONFLICTS

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The invention relates generally to Protocol Independent
Multicast (PIM) and, more particularly but not exclusively, to
Multicast Distribution Tree (MDT) traffic path management.

BACKGROUND

A Multicast Distribution Tree (MDT) or “tree” is used to
connect a source or transmitter router to all destination or
receiver routers. The source or transmitter router forms the
root node of the MDT, while the destination or receiver rout-
ers form the leaf nodes of the MDT.

One way of creating an MDT is by using Protocol Inde-
pendent Multicast (PIM). Nodes may join and leavea MDT at
any time using PIM Join/Prune messages, as described in
more detail in the various related Internet Engineering Task
Force (IETF) protocols. A PIM Join message sent by a given
node identifies one or more multicast distribution trees that
that node wishes to join. Each tree is identified by the com-
bination of a multicast group address and a source address
(where the source address is possibly a “wild card”). Under
certain conditions it can be useful, when joining a tree, to
specify additional information or attributes related to the
construction of a desired tree to be joined, such as a desired
Reverse Path Forwarding (RPF) vector attribute as detailed in
IETF Request for Comment (RFC) 5496. The RPF vector
attribute specifies a proxy address or “proxy” to reach the
source address.

IETF RFC 5384 of November 2008 entitled “The Protocol
Independent Multicast (PIM) Join Attribute Format”
describes a modification of the Join message that allows a
node to associate attributes with a particular tree. The
attributes are encoded in Type-Length-Value format.

Since it is possible for a router to receive conflicting
attribute information from different downstream routers for
the same type, RFC 5384 contemplates a “Conflicting
Attribute” default procedure. Specifically, attribute informa-
tion propagated upstream that results in conflicting attribute
preferences is resolved via a tie-breaking mechanism to select
the “better” attribute (e.g., selecting based upon the attribute
from the PIM adjacency with the numerically smallest IP
address). When a particular attribute type is specified, the
specification may include a conflict resolution procedure spe-
cific to that type. If so, that conflict resolution procedure must
be used instead of the RFC 5384 default procedure.

Thus, each time a “better” proxy is learned in the RPF
vector attribute, that proxy is selected. In the case of selecting
a “better” proxy, the process to switch to the better proxy will
cause a prune to be sent to the original proxy and a join to be
sent to the new ASBR. The pruning of the tree rooted at the
original proxy will result in traffic loss, the duration of which
will depend upon the time it takes to set up a tree with the new
proxy. This Join/Prune process is repeated each time a “bet-
ter” proxy is selected, resulting in network churned loss of
state and other undesirable impact to the network.

SUMMARY

Various deficiencies in the prior art are addressed by a
system, method and apparatus to resolve join packet RPF
vector attribute conflicts in a network by adding an identified
proxy to a proxy list, the proxy being valid if it is reachable
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2

and if a valid PIM adjacency exists on one of the next route
hops, and selecting one of multiple valid proxies within the
proxy list according to a hierarchy of selection mechanisms.

A method according to one embodiment comprises receiv-
ing, at a provider router (P-router) supporting multicast traf-
fic, a join packet including a Reverse Path Forwarding (RPF)
vector attribute identifying a proxy; adding the proxy to a
proxy list and identifying the proxy as valid if the proxy is
reachable and if a valid Protocol Independent Multicast
(PIM) adjacency exists on one of the next route hops; in the
case of multiple valid proxies within the proxy list, selecting
one of the proxies as a preferred proxy.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The teachings of the present invention can be readily
understood by considering the following detailed description
in conjunction with the accompanying drawings, in which:

FIG. 1 depicts an exemplary Inter-AS MVPN network
benefiting from the various embodiments;

FIG. 2 depicts a flow diagram of a method according to one
embodiment; and

FIG. 3 depicts a high level block diagram of a computer
suitable for use in performing functions described herein.

To facilitate understanding, identical reference numerals
have been used, where possible, to designate identical ele-
ments that are common to the figures.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

The various embodiments discussed herein are applicable
to numerous network topologies and protocols, such as Inter-
AS MVPN, Multicast in BGP-free core and the like. These
and other network configurations and protocols benefit from
the various embodiments.

FIG. 1 depicts a high level block diagram of a communi-
cation network architecture benefiting from various embodi-
ments.

The architecture 100 includes two IP communication net-
works (CN) 105-1 and 105-2, where each communication
network 105 is associated with a respective area. The archi-
tecture 100 also includes a plurality of Provider Edge (PE)
routers 110, a plurality of provider (P) routers 120 and a
plurality of Autonomous System Border Routers (ABSRs)
130.

The NMS 150 is a network management system adapted
for performing the various management functions described
herein. The NMS 150 is adapted to communicate with nodes
of CN 105. The NMS 150 may also be adapted to communi-
cate with other operations support systems (e.g., Element
Management Systems (EMSs), Topology Management Sys-
tems (TMSs), and the like, as well as various combinations
thereof).

The NMS 150 may be implemented at a network node,
network operations center (NOC) or any other location
capable of communication with the CN 105 and various ele-
ments related thereto. The NMS 150 may support user inter-
face capabilities to enable one or more users to perform
various network management, configuration, provisioning or
control related functions (e.g., enter information, review
information, initiate execution of various methods as
described herein and the like). Various embodiments of the
NMS 150 are adapted to perform functions as discussed
herein with respect to the various embodiments. The NMS
150 may be implemented as a general purpose computing
device or specific purpose computing device, such as
described below with respect to FIG. 3.
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The NMS 150 and the various routers 110-130 operate to
support Resource Reservation Protocol (RSVP) Inter
Domain Traffic Engineering Label Switched Paths (TE LSPs)
of type Contiguous LSP, such as defined in, for example,
IETF RFC4726 and RFC5151.

First area 105-1 comprises first and second PE routers
110-11 and 110-12, first and second P-routers 120-11 and
120-12, and first and second ASBRs 130-11 and 130-12.
Second area 105-2 comprises a PE router 110-21, a P-router
120-21 and first and second ASBRs 130-21 and 130-22. Traf-
fic between the two areas is conveyed between ASBRs 130-11
and 130-21, or between ASBRs 130-12 and 130-22.

FIG. 1 depicts source 102-S streaming content to receiver
102-R viaa PIMMDT tree having PE 110-21 as aroot PE and
PE 110-11 as aleaf PE. The PIM MDT tree traverses various
P-routers 120 and ASBRs 130 within the areas CN 105. In this
example, at leaf PE PE110-11, the route to root PE 110-21
indicates a next-hop of ASBR 130-11. Similarly, at leat PE
110-12, the route to root PE 110-21 indicates a next-hop
ASBR 130-12. The P-routers 120 don’t have reachability to
PE 110-21. Thus, PEs 110-11 and 110-12 propagate PIM
joins with ASBRs 130-11 and 130-12 as the proxy respec-
tively.

Various embodiments provide a mechanism to resolve join
packet RPF vector attribute conflicts in a network by adding
an identified proxy to a proxy list if valid, where the proxy is
valid if it is reachable and if a valid PIM adjacency exists on
one of the next route hops, and selecting one of multiple valid
proxies within the proxy list according to a hierarchy of
selection mechanisms.

Various embodiments provide a mechanism whereby a
make before break procedure is employed within the context
of'selecting a new “better” or preferred ASBR. Methodology
according to the various embodiments is implemented within
P-routers within the various areas.

FIG. 2 depicts a flow diagram of a method to resolve join
packet RPF-Vector attribute conflicts according to one
embodiment. Specifically, FIG. 2 depicts a method 200 pro-
viding a preferred ASBR join/prune mechanism adapted to
avoid multicast traffic loss such as within the context of
inter-AS multicast VPN. The method 200 is suitable for
implementation at P-routers and other network elements
within the various CN areas. Various embodiments operate to
select a preferred ASBR from among one or more valid
ASBRs for use as a root PE within a multicast tree.

At step 210, at a P-router such as P-router 120-11, a join
packet including an RPF vector attribute associated with or
indicating a preferred ASBR is received. The ASBR is added
to a list of ASBRs maintained by the P-router and previously
received from other downstream routers. The P-router will
then validate the ASBR. Referring to box 215, the ASBR is
valid if (1) the P-router can find a route to the ASBR (i.e., the
ASBR is reachable via a route); and (2) if there are valid PIM
adjacencies on one of the next hops of the route. Other criteria
may also be used to define whether or not a particular ASBR
will be deemed as valid.

At step 220, if the list of ASBRs includes more than one
valid ASBR, then the ASBR metric information is used to
choose one of the valid ASBRs as a preferred ASBR. Refer-
ring to box 225, the tiebreak criteria may comprise choosing
a lowest metric (lowest number of intervening hops), some
other metric (lowest congestion level, highest bandwidth
level and the like) or some combination of metrics.

At step 230, if the result of step 220 is a tie, then the ASBR
(from among the step 220 result) with the lowest number of
multicast source, groups (SGs) resolved through it is used as
the preferred ASBR. That is, given two or more valid ASBRs
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exhibiting substantially similar metrics in terms of topology
capability (as determined at step 220), the actual loading of
the ASBRs as indicated by the supported multicast SGs is
used to choose the preferred ASBR. Referring to box 235, this
mechanism provides load balancing among ASBRs of com-
parable metrics. It is further noted that threshold levels may
also be adapted depending on system operator criteria and the
like. For example, different ASBRs may have different capa-
bilities and, therefore, a percentage utilization level or some
other criteria may be used to choose rather than the specific
number of resolved SGs resolved through the ASBRs. Other
load-related criteria may also be used for this purpose.

At step 240, if the result of step 230 is a tie, then the
neighbor address associated with a PIM adjacency is used to
choose one of the valid ASBRs. Referring to box 245, the
specific adjacency may comprise the node with the smallest
IP address or the node with the largest IP address. Within the
context of an IPv6 system, the smallest or largest link local
address may be used for this purpose. Other address-related
criteria may also be used for this purpose (odd/even and so
on).

At step 250, if the result of step 240 is a tie, then the
interface index mechanism is used to choose the preferred
ASBR.

Generally speaking, the various embodiments are adapted
to validating identified proxies and, if necessary, selecting
one of multiple valid proxies within a valid proxy list accord-
ing to a hierarchy of selection mechanisms. While the hier-
archy of selection mechanisms is presented in a particular
order, it will be appreciated by those skilled in the art that
changes to this order may be employed within the context of
the various embodiments. Thus, in various embodiments, the
selection mechanisms described herein with respect to the
various steps (e.g., steps 220-250) may be arranged in differ-
ent order than presented herein.

At step 260, if the P-router has already setup a Join with an
ASBR and a new ASBR becomes a preferred ASBR, then
PIM will use a make-before-break procedure to setup a tree
with the preferred ASBR. In one embodiment, the procedure
comprises sending a join toward the preferred ASBR and
waiting for a predefined time period (e.g., 50 ms, 80 ms and
the like depending upon network speed and the like). After the
predetermined time period has elapsed, PIM sends a prune
toward the old ABSR and switches the RPF interface toward
the preferred ASBR. It is noted that before the switch, the
P-router continues to forward traffic from the old ASBR since
the RPF interface still point to the old ASBR.

The above-described embodiments provide a join/prune
mechanism adapted to avoid multicast traffic loss, retain PIM
state and avoid network churn, such as within the context of
selecting a preferred ASBR for inter-AS multicast VPN.
Advantageously, various embodiments also provide ASBR
load balancing functionality.

Referring to FIG. 1, assume that PE router 110-11 origi-
nates a PIM Join for (S1, G1) with RPF vector as ASBR
130-11, and that PE 110-12 originates a PIM Join for (S1, G1)
with RPF vector as ASBR 130-12. That is, PE router 110-11
prefers traffic from ASBR 130-11 while PE router 110-12
prefers traffic from ASBR 130-12. The two join messages are
propagated to P-router 120-11. At the P-routers 120, it is
assumed that ASBRs 130 are valid.

Assuming that P-Router 120-11 does not have a (S1, G1)
state, it will respond to the first received join message.

If P-Router 120-11 receives the join message from PE
router 110-12 first (with ASBR 130-12 as the RPF actor),
P-router 120-11 will create a (S1, G1) state and choose ASBR
130-12 as the preferred ASBR. For the next section assume
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the metric to reach ABSR 130-12 is “2” and the metric to
reach ABSR 130-11 130-11 is “1” (wherein a lower metric is
deemed “better”).

IfP-Router 120-11 subsequently receives the join message
from PE router 110-11 (with ASBR 130-11 as the RPF actor),
P-router 120-11 will see that at this time, both ASBR 130-11
and 130-12 are listed as valid with respect to (S1, G1).

The P-router 120-11 must choose a preferred ASBR from
among the two valid ASBRs in its list. In this example, the
P-router will successfully implement step 220 of the method
200 in that the ASBR with the lowest metric (ASBR 130-11
with a metric of “1”) will be selected as the preferred ASBR.

Since the selected preferred ASBR is a new ASBR, the
P-router 120-11 will implement step 250 of the method 200,
utilizing the make-before-break procedure to set up a tree
with the new preferred ASBR. That is, the join is propagated
toward ASBR 110-11 and, after a predetermined time delay
(e.g., 50 ms), a prune is propagated toward ASBR 110-12. It
is noted that P-router continues to forward traffic from the old
ASBR while the RPF interface still points to the old ASBR.

The above-described embodiments prevent or minimize
multicast traffic loss in inter-AS multicast VPN scenarios by
using a sequence of various metrics to determine a preferred
ASBR and, optionally, improve network utilization and load
balancing among ASBRs

It is noted that the above-describe embodiments may also
be adapted to prevent or minimize multicast traffic loss in
other types of networks and/or protocols, such as a BGP-free
Multicast core network.

FIG. 3 depicts a high level block diagram of a computer
suitable for use in performing functions described herein,
such as atany of the Provider Edge (PE) routers 110, provider
(P) routers 120, Autonomous System Border Routers (AB-
SRs) 130 and/or NMS 150.

As depicted in FIG. 3, computer 300 includes a processor
element 303 (e.g., a central processing unit (CPU) and/or
other suitable processor(s)), a memory 304 (e.g., random
access memory (RAM), read only memory (ROM), and the
like), a cooperating module/process 305, and various input/
output devices 306 (e.g., a user input device (such as a key-
board, a keypad, a mouse, and the like), a user output device
(such as a display, a speaker, and the like), an input port, an
output port, a receiver, a transmitter, and storage devices (e.g.,
a tape drive, a floppy drive, a hard disk drive, a compact disk
drive, and the like)).

It will be appreciated that the functions depicted and
described herein may be implemented in a combination of
software and hardware, e.g., using a general purpose com-
puter, one or more application specific integrated circuits
(ASIC), and/or any other hardware equivalents. In one
embodiment, the cooperating process 305 can be loaded into
memory 304 and executed by processor 303 to implement the
functions as discussed herein. Thus, cooperating process 305
(including associated data structures) can be stored on a com-
puter readable storage medium, e.g., solid state memory,
magnetic or optical drive or diskette, and the like.

It will be appreciated that computer 300 depicted in FIG. 3
provides a general architecture and functionality suitable for
implementing functional elements described herein or por-
tions network of the functional elements described herein.

It is contemplated that some of the steps discussed herein
may be implemented within hardware, for example, as cir-
cuitry that cooperates with the processor to perform various
method steps. Portions of the functions/elements described
herein may be implemented as a computer program product
wherein computer instructions, when processed by a com-
puter, adapt the operation of the computer such that the meth-
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ods and/or techniques described herein are invoked or other-
wise provided. Instructions for invoking the inventive
methods may be stored in tangible and non-transitory com-
puter readable medium such as fixed or removable media or
memory, and/or stored within a memory within a computing
device operating according to the instructions.

While the foregoing is directed to various embodiments of
the present invention, other and further embodiments of the
invention may be devised without departing from the basic
scope thereof. As such, the appropriate scope of the invention
is to be determined according to the claims.

What is claimed is:

1. A method, comprising:

receiving, at a provider router (P-router) supporting mul-

ticast traffic, a join packet including a Reverse Path
Forwarding (RPF) vector attribute identifying a proxy;
adding, at the P-router, the proxy to a proxy list;
identifying, by the P-router, the proxy as being valid if the
proxy is reachable by the P-router and if a valid Protocol
Independent Multicast (PIM) adjacency exists on one of
the next route hops;

in the case of multiple valid proxies within the proxy list,

selecting, at the P-router, one of said multiple valid

proxies as a preferred proxy, where the selected pre-

ferred proxy being different than an existing proxy;
sending a join message toward the preferred proxy; and

waiting a predetermined amount of time before sending a

prune message toward the existing proxy.

2. The method of claim 1, wherein said sending the join and
prune messages are parts of performing a make-before-break
procedure to set up a multicast tree using the preferred proxy
for the multicast traffic.

3. The method of claim 2, wherein said make-before-break
procedure comprises:

sending, via a PIM, the join message toward the preferred

proxy;

waiting for the predetermined amount of time;

sending, via the PIM, the prune message toward the exist-

ing proxy; and

switching a multicast traffic RPF interface towards the

preferred proxy.

4. The method of claim 1, wherein the preferred proxy
selection is made using a proxy metric associated with the
Proxy.

5. The method of claim 4, wherein said proxy metric com-
prises one or more of an intervening hop number, a conges-
tion level and a bandwidth level.

6. The method of claim 1, wherein the preferred proxy
selection is made using an indication of proxy load associated
with the proxy.

7. The method of claim 6, wherein said indication of proxy
load comprises an Autonomous System Border Routers
(ASBR) utilization level.

8. The method of claim 6, wherein said indication of proxy
load comprises a number of multicast source, groups (SGs)
presently resolved by the proxy.

9. The method of claim 1, wherein the preferred proxy
selection is made using PIM neighbor address adjacency
information.

10. The method of claim 9, wherein said PIM neighbor
address adjacency information comprises one of a smallest [P
address of an adjacent node and a largest IP address of an
adjacent node.

11. The method of claim 9, wherein said PIM neighbor
address adjacency information comprises one of a smallest
link local address of an adjacent node and a largest link local
address of an adjacent node.
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12. The method of claim 1, wherein the preferred proxy
selection is made using an interface index mechanism.

13. The method of claim 4, wherein if the preferred proxy
selection using a proxy metric associated with the proxy
results in a tie, then the preferred proxy selection is made
using one or more additional metrics associated with the
Proxy.

14. The method of claim 4, wherein if the preferred proxy
selection using a proxy metric associated with the proxy
results in a tie, then the preferred proxy selection is made
using an indication of load associated with the proxy.

15. The method of claim 14, wherein if the preferred proxy
selection using an indication of load associated with the
proxy results in a tie, then the preferred proxy selection is
made using PIM neighbor address adjacency information.

16. The method of claim 15, wherein if the preferred proxy
selection using PIM neighbor address adjacency information
results in a tie, then the preferred proxy selection is made
using an interface index mechanism.

17. The method of claim 1, wherein the preferred proxy
selection is made according to a hierarchical decision tree
including at least two of:

a metric associated with the proxy, an indication of load
associated with the proxy, PIM neighbor address adja-
cency information and an interface index mechanism.

18. An apparatus, comprising a processor configured for:

receiving, at a provider router (P-router) supporting mul-
ticast traffic, a join packet including a Reverse Path
Forwarding (RPF) vector attribute identifying a proxy;

adding, at the P-router, the proxy to a proxy list;

identifying, by the P-router, the proxy as being valid if the
proxy is reachable by the P-router and if a valid Protocol
Independent Multicast (PIM) adjacency exists on one of
the next route hops;

in the case of multiple valid proxies within the proxy list,
selecting, at the P-router, one of said multiple valid
proxies as a preferred proxy, where the selected pre-
ferred proxy being different than an existing proxy;

sending a join message toward the preferred proxy; and

waiting a predetermined amount of time before sending a
prune message toward the existing proxy.

19. A tangible and non-transient computer readable storage
medium storing instructions which, when executed by a com-
puter, adapt the operation of the computer to provide a
method, comprising:

receiving, at a provider router (P-router) supporting mul-
ticast traffic, a join packet including a Reverse Path
Forwarding (RPF) vector attribute identifying a proxy;

adding, at the P-router, the proxy to a proxy list;
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identifying, by the P-router, the proxy as being valid if the
proxy is reachable by the P-router and if a valid Protocol
Independent Multicast (PIM) adjacency exists on one of
the next route hops;

in the case of multiple valid proxies within the proxy list,
selecting, at the P-router, one of said multiple valid
proxies as a preferred proxy, where the selected pre-
ferred proxy being different than an existing proxy;

sending a join message toward the preferred proxy; and

waiting a predetermined amount of time before sending a
prune message toward the existing proxy.

20. A non-transitory computer program product wherein
computer instructions stored in a non-transitory computer
readable memory, when processed by a computer, adapt the
operation of the computer to provide a method, comprising:

receiving, at a provider router (P-router) supporting mul-
ticast traffic, a join packet including a Reverse Path
Forwarding (RPF) vector attribute identifying a proxy;

adding, at the P-router, the proxy to a proxy list;

identifying, by the P-router, the proxy as being valid if the
proxy is reachable by the P-router and if a valid Protocol
Independent Multicast (PIM) adjacency exists on one of
the next route hops;

in the case of multiple valid proxies within the proxy list,
selecting, at the P-router, one of said multiple valid
proxies as a preferred proxy, where the selected pre-
ferred proxy being different than an existing proxy;

sending a join message toward the preferred proxy; and

waiting a predetermined amount of time before sending a
prune message toward the existing proxy.

21. The apparatus of claim 18, wherein said sending the
join and prune messages are parts of performing a make-
before-break procedure to set up a multicast tree using the
preferred proxy for the multicast traffic.

22. The tangible and non-transient computer readable stor-
age medium of claim 19, wherein said sending the join and
prune messages are parts of performing a make-before-break
procedure to set up a multicast tree using the preferred proxy
for the multicast traffic.

23. The non-transitory computer program product of claim
20, wherein said sending the join and prune messages are
parts of performing a make-before-break procedure to set up
a multicast tree using the preferred proxy for the multicast
traffic.



